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NTRODUCTION 


In 1996, the Office of Francophone Affairs published a series of 
statistical profiles on Ontario’s Francophones, based on the findings 
of Statistics Canada’s 1991 Census. 


The Office of Francophone Affairs has decided to publish an update, 
using data from the 1996 Census. This update provides a statistical 
overview of Francophones in Ontario under 25 years of age. The 
Office publishes three other profiles as well: Francophone Women, 
Francophone Seniors and Francophones in Ontario, which offers a 
more general overview. 
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A RSS 
ETHODOLOGY 


This profile of Francophone youth in Ontario is based on the 
findings of Statistics Canada’s 1996 Census. Occasionally, data from 


the 1991 Census is used. 


The study is about Francophones under 25 years of age. The Office 
of Francophone Affairs defines F rancophones on the basis of their 
response to the question concerning their mother tongue: What is 
the language first learned at home in childhood and still understood? 
For the purposes of this profile, “F rancophone” comprises those 
who gave French as their sole mother tongue or as one of their 
mother tongues (single or multiple response). 


The study looks at a number of variables, including demographic 
characteristics, preservation of mother tongue, level of schooling, 
main areas of study, academic attendance, labour force participation 
and income. To highlight the differences between these two groups, 
Francophones in the 0-24 age group are compared to the same age 
group in Ontario’s general population. 


The 1996 Census used two forms. The short form (Profile 2A) was 
distributed to the population as a whole (100%) and includes one 
question on mother tongue. The long form (Profile 2B) was distrib- 
uted to a cross-section of 20% of the population, and includes more 
detailed questions concerning level of schooling, income, labour 
force participation, etc. The data in this profile is taken from the 
long form only (Profile 2B). 


N ote: Data is taken from the Statistics Canada long form (Profile 2B) and 
differs slightly from the data from the short form (Profile 2A) as used in 
the general publication Francophones in Ontario. 
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EMOGRAPHY 


REPRESENTATION 


In 1996, there were 137,870 Francophones under 25 years of age in 
Ontario, or 3.8% of Ontario’s young people as a whole; 49.7% of the 
Francophone youth were female, compared to 48.9% of Ontario’s 
youth population as a whole. 


The percentage of young Francophones in 
Northeastern Ontario (22.1%) and Eastern 
Ontario (12.8%), regions with higher per- 
centage of Francophones. It is 2.1% in 
Northwestern Ontario and less than 2% 
in Central and Southwestern Ontario. 


Overall, young people 
make up 26.5% of the 
Francophone population, 


a figure considerably 
lower than the percent- 
age of young people in 
the population of 
Ontario as a whole, 
which is 33.9% 
[Table |]. 
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Table |: Population by Mother Tongue and Age Group 


1996 Census 


All ages 0 - 24 Years % 
10,642,795 3,613,100 33.9 
520,860 137,870 26.5 
least 0: | 1,456,240 487,405 33.5 
212,545 62,550 29.4 
6,945,975 2,339,755 33.7 
119,875 24,280 20.3 
South-West 1,422,080 498,800 35.1 
33,255 5,290 15.9 
| North-East | 576,315 198,995 345 
145,755 43,895 30.1 
North-West 242,180 88,125 36.4 
9,435 1,840 19.5 


M total Population LS Francophones 


This trend is reflected in all regions. Francophones under 25 years 
of age are under-represented in all regions of the province, 
especially Southwestern, Northwestern and Central Ontario. 


The same trend holds true for both genders. Men under 

25 years of age make up 35.4% of the male population as a whole, 
compared to 28% of the Francophone male population. The 
statistics for women are 32.6% and 25.1% respectively. Men in the 
0-24 age group, including Francophones, constitute a larger 
percentage of the population than young women. 
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Percentage 


REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION 
There are proportionately more young F rancophones in Eastern 
and Northeastern Ontario and fewer in Central, Southwestern and 


Northwestern Ontario. 


Eastern and Northeastern 


Table 2: Regional Distribution of Francophone 


Ontario are home to 45.4% 
and 31.8% of Francophones in are 
the 0-24 age group [Table 2], Peed 1.3 

compared to 40.8% and 28% 31.8 
of the Francophone population 
as a whole. The opposite holds 
true in other regions. Central 3.8 


Ontario is home to only 17.6% South-West 17.6 


Centre 


Youth Aged 0-24 — Ontario 


of young Francophones, com- 
pared to 23% of the entire 
Francophone population. 
Nearly 4% of young Francophones live in Southwestern Ontario 
and 1.3% in Northwestern Ontario compared to 6.4% and 1.8% of 
the Francophone population. 


Between 1991 and 1996, the proportion of young people under 25 
years of age increased in Eastern Ontario (from 44.2% to 45.4%) and 
Central Ontario (from 16.5% to 17.6%) but dropped in Northeastern 
Ontario (from 33.2% to 31.8%), Southwestern Ontario (from 4.3% 
to 3.8%) and Northwestern Ontario (from 1.8% to 1.3%). 


Table 3: Population by Age Group AGE GROUPS 


— Youth 0-24 years — Ontario 


Young Francophones are not 


as well represented as young 
people in the total population, 
but this difference is reduced 
with age [Table 3]. 


SAT Francophones in the 0-24 age 
Age Groups group are under-represented 
in all regions of the province. 
Differences between the 
Francophone population and the youth population as a whole in the 
same age groups are more apparent in Southwestern, Northwestern 


and Central Ontario than in other regions. 
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a 
ANGUAGE RETENTION 


LANGUAGE USED AT HOME 


Retention of the French language is assessed by comparing the 
number of persons whose mother tongue is F rench to the number 
of these persons who use F rench at home. Across the province, 
Francophones have a rate of retention of 58.9%, meaning that 58.9% 
of those whose mother tongue is French continue to use French at 


home. 


Retention of French decreases with age. It drops from 85% among 
Francophone youth aged 0-4 to 60.3% among Francophones in the 
20-24 age group. The sharpest 


Table 4: French Language Retention by drop occurs between the 15-19 


Percentage 


60 


Age Group — Ontario and 20-24 age groups. Young 
people aged 15-19 have French as 
the language used at home in 
69.6% of cases, but only 60.3% of 
young people aged 20-24 continue 
to use French at home. Another 
sharp drop occurs between the 

He CNE 8 5-9 age group (82.4%) and the 


Age Groups “A 10-14 age group (73.8%) [Table 4]. 


Between 1991 and 1996, retention 
of French among young Francophones decreased in all age groups, 
the sharpest drop occurring in the 10-14 age group (from 79% to 
73.8%). 


In both genders, usage of French decreases with age, but the differ- 
ence is most noticeable among young men and women in the 20-24 
age group than in the other age groups (62.6% compared to 58.1%). 


In all regions, French is Table 5: French Language Retention by 
used less at home as Age Group and Region — Ontario 
one gets older, but the 88.9 
retention rate varies , : | 
considerably from one 80 


+, 


region to another. It is 
higher in Eastern and 
Northeastern Ontario, 
regions with a higher 2 
concentration of 0. 


Percentage 
s 


Francophones, and v eo Both: 
Y, Ss sa Centre West 
ower in the other & ee + South- 

: Age G of 
regions [Table 5]. De es 
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A decrease is especially visible in Southwestern Ontario when 
comparing the retention rate of the 15-19 age group (51.1%) with 
that of the 20-24 age group (35.5%). 


There is a sharp decrease in Central Ontario when the 5-9 age group 
(65.9%) is compared to the 10-14 age group (49.7%). 


There is also a relatively pronounced difference in Northwestern 
Ontario between young people aged 0-4 (80%) and those 
aged 5-9 (63.9%). 


RETENTION OF MOTHER TONGUE 


The data for both 1991 and 1996 indicate that retention of the French 
language among young Francophones is substantially higher in 
families where both parents are Francophones than in families where 
only one parent has French as his/her mother tongue. Based on the 
1996 data, 93.3% of children retain French as their mother tongue 
when both parents’ mother tongue is French. When only the mother 
has French as her mother tongue, 32.5% of children retain French 
as their mother tongue. When only the father has French as his 
mother tongue, this figure drops to 14.3%. 


The percentage of children with Table 6: Mother Tongue of Children with 
Francophone parents! who kept Francophone Parent(s), 1996 and 1991 — 
French as their mother tongue Ontario 
was higher in 1991 than in 1996. 
In 1991, when both parents were 
Francophones, 94.7% of children 


retained French as their mother 


Percentage 


tongue. Similarly, when only the 


mother was Francophone, 33.5% 


of children retained French as Srp eee ae eh is 

; Franco. Franco./Father Franco./Mother 
their mother tongue, and when Other Other 
only the father was Francophone, 
15.6% of children retained their 


father’s mother tongue [Table 6]. 


1. Francophone parent — French mother tongue (single response only) 
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DUCATION 


LEVEL OF EDUCATION 


Table 7: Highest Level of Education 
Youth Aged 20-24 — Ontario 
60 = ‘ 57.0 


There is no notable difference 
between the level of schooling 
of young Francophones and 
that of young people in the 
general population [Table Th; 


Percentage 


Less than Grade 9 10 


/ Francophones 
Total Population 


< Grade 9 Grade 9  Postsec. No Bachelor > 


In the 20-24 age group, the Le 12 pere 
percentage of young Franco- ee 


phones with less than a 

Grade 9 education is slightly 

lower than that of young people in the general population 
(0.9% compared to 1.3%), for both genders. 


The opposite holds true for the population aged 15 and over. In the 
15 and over age group, there are relatively more Francophones with 
less than a Grade 9 education than in the general population 

(15.2% compared to 10%). 


A comparison of the 1991 and 1996 data shows a rise in 
Francophones’ level of schooling. In the Francophone 20-24 age 
group, 1.3% had not 
Table 8: Highest Level of Education — completed Grade 9 in 1991, 
Francophones Aged 20-24, 1996 and 1991 — Ontario compared to 0.9% in 1996. 


The number of young 


Education : 
Francophones with higher 
Bachelor > levels of schooling (postsec- 
ondary and university) has 


increased [Table 8]. 


Postsec. No Degree 


Grade 9 to 13 


< Grade 9 


High School Diploma 
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 
Rec In Ontario, 85.3% of 
Francophones in the 20-24 
age group have at least a 
high school diploma, compared to 84% of the general population in 
the same age group. 


The percentage of young high school graduates increased between 


the 1991 and 1996 Censuses. In 1991, the percentage of young 
Francophone high school graduates was 81.1% and 81.2% in the 
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total population, compared to 85.3% of young Francophones and 
84% of the general youth population in 1996. 


The percentage of women high school graduates in the Francophone 
20-24 age group is slightly higher than their male counterparts 
(87.2% compared to 83.1%), as it is in the general youth population 
(86.1% of women compared to 81.9% of men). 


The percentage of young Francophone high school graduates is 
higher than that of the general youth population in all regions except 
in Eastern and Northwestern Ontario’. The greatest discrepancies 
between the groups occur in Southwestern Ontario (88.5% compared 
to 83.4%) and Central Ontario (88.2% compared to 84.3%). 


Postsecondary Education 


A considerably higher percentage of young Francophone high school 
graduates were pursuing secondary education in 1996 than in 1991 
(82.1% and 74.9%). The same holds true for the youth population 
in general (80.3% and 75.8%). 


The percentage of young 


; t Table 9: Sec. Diploma & Continued on to 
Francophones pursuing post- 


a ae Postsecondary Education, Youth Aged 20-24 
secondary education is higher = Oataric 


than that of the general popu- 
lation (82.1% compared to 
80.3%), especially in Central 
Ontario, where 84.2% of 
young Francophone high 
school graduates are pursuing 
postsecondary education com- Pas CT, oe 
pared to 80.5% of the general ae ee 
population’s youth [Table 9]? 


| Total Pop, BBR Francophones 


Percentage 


However, fewer Francophones in the 20-24 age group who pursue 
postsecondary education go to university than Ontarians in general 
in the same age group (48.1% compared to 54.7%). This is the case 
in all regions except Southwestern Ontario, where the opposite 
holds true. The greatest difference between F rancophones and the 
general population occurs in Northeastern Ontario, where 35.8% 
of young Francophones pursue a university education, compared to 
45.4% of the general population aged 90-24° 


. There are relatively few Francophones in the 20-24 age group in Northwestern Ontario. 


2. Relatively few Francophones in the 20-24 age group in Northwestern Ontario have pursued postsecondary 


education. 


3. Idem 
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Table 10: Population with at least a Bachelor’s 


The percentage of young F rancophones with an undergraduate 
degree increased between 1991 and 1996 in all regions, especially 
in Eastern Ontario (from 11.3% to 15.3%) and Central Ontario 
(from 12.8% to 16.5%). ! 


In 1996, the percentage of F rancophones in the 20-24 age group 
with an undergraduate degree was comparable to that of the youth 
population in general (13% compared to 12.4%), but this percentage 
varies from region to region. It is notably higher in Central, Eastern 
and Southwestem Ontario than in the other regions. In these regions, 
the percentage of Francophones in the 20-24 age group with a uni- 
versity degree is higher than the percentage of young university grad- 
uates in that region’s youth 
population in general. The 


Degree, Youth Aged 20-24 - Ontario and Regions opposite is true in Northeastern 


Percentage 


Ontario 


and Northwestern Ontario, 


ES roi Pop where the percentage of 


young Francophones with an 
undergraduate degree is 
lower than for the general 
population in the 20-24 age 
ce AR | group [Table 10].2 

West 


Graduate Studies 


Among young Ontarians aged 20-24 attending university, young 
Francophones are more likely to obtain an undergraduate degree 
than youth in the general population (38.7% compared to 33.5%). 
Young Francophones are also more likely to obtain a graduate degree 
or certificate than Ontario’s general population of Ontarians in the 
20-24 age group with undergraduate degrees (14.6% compared to 
12.6%). However, the percentage of young Francophone univer- 
sity graduates with a graduate degree or certificate decreased from 
16.9% to 14.6% between 1991 and 1996, while the percentage 
remained the same among young people in the general population 
(12.1% and 12.6%). 


Relatively few Francophones in the 20-24 age group in Northwestern Ontario have pursued postsecondary 
education. | 


As previously noted, there are relatively few Francophones in the 20-24 age group in Northwestern Ontario. 
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MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY 


Franco 
phone Women Table 11 : Selected Fields of Study 


Francophones Aged 15-24 — Ontario 
The preferred areas of study — 
for Francophone women 
aged 15-24 with a postsecon- 


dary education are the 


| Women BE Men 


Percentage 


following, in decreasing order 
of preference: commerce, 


management and business TT a M De ss 
A: : XS & Ae | 

administration (21.5%), PEP Ww gS OT wT vO 
: : «ss SD D © 

social sciences (20.4%), À Field of Study 


health professions, sciences and 
technology (14.7%) and education (12.6%) [Table 11]. 


Except for the health sciences and technology occupations, where 
there are relatively more Francophone women aged 15-24 (14.7% 
compared to 12.7%), the percentage of Francophone women in the 
various areas of study is similar to the percentage of women in 
general aged 15-24. 


Education and health sciences and technology occupations are losing 
popularity. The percentage of Francophone women aged 45-64 who 
majored in education is 23.8%, dropping to 12.6% in the 15-24 age 
group. Similarly, 20.4% of Francophone women aged 45-64 majored 
in the health sciences occupations, compared to 14.7% in the younger 
age group. However, the social sciences are becoming more popular. 
The percentage of Francophone women aged 45-64 who majored 
in this field is 6.5%, compared to 20.4% among women aged 15-24. 
This reflects the trend among women in general. 


Francophone Men 


The preferred areas of study for Francophone men aged 15-24 with 
a postsecondary education are the following, in decreasing order of 
preference: engineering, technology and occupations in the applied 
sciences (43.7%), commerce, management and business administra- 
tion (14.9%), and the social sciences (14.1%) [Table 11]. 


In comparison to young men in general aged 15-24, F rancophone 
men in the same age group are relatively well represented in 
engineering, technology and occupations in the applied sciences 
(43.7% compared to 36%), but under-represented in commerce, 
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management and business administration (14.9% compared to 
16.8%), social sciences (14.1% compared to 16.7%) and humanities 
(4.9% compared to 7.3%). 


As with women, the percentage of Francophone men in social 
sciences has increased. The percentage of Francophone men aged 
45-64 in that field is 7.8%, rising to 14.1% in the 15-24 age group. 
In the male population in general, the percentage increased from 
9.4% to 16.7% for the corresponding age groups. 


Agricultural science and technology is gaining popularity among 
young Francophone men. The percentage of Francophone men 
aged 45-64 in that field is 3%, increasing to 4.3% in the 25-34 age 
group and 6.5% in the 15-24 age group. 


There are fewer men in engineering and applied sciences techniques 
and trades, but the decrease among Francophone men (from 42.9% 
to 38%) is relatively lower than in the male population in general, 
where it drops from 37.7% in the 45-64 age group to 29.2% in the 
15-24 age group. 


ACADEMIC ATTENDANCE 


In 1996, 13.2% of men and 12.4% of women aged 15 years and over 
were taking full-time courses, compared to 10.6% of Francophone 
men and 9.8% of F rancophone women. 


Most young people, aged 15-19 are attending an educational institu- 
tion on a full-time basis. This applies to 80.7% of F rancophone men 
and 81.5% of Francophone women, compared to 80.9% of men and 
81.2% of women in this age group in the general population. 


Two out of five Francophones in the 20-24 age group are attending 
an educational institution on a full-time basis (40.6% of F rancophone 
women and 40,3% of Francophone men). A higher percentage of 
the general population is taking courses on a full-time basis: 45.1% 
of women and 43.4% of men in the 20-24 age group. These statistics 
are key to any analysis of the data on the labour force participation 
of young Francophones and young people in general. 
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bo 


ELSE RP LL RE SS STON EAT CE PE SEPSIS 
ABOUR FORCE 


PARTICIPATION 


Fewer Francophones aged 15 and over are employed than youth in 
the general population (57.8% compared to 60% for women and 
70.5% compared to 73% for men). The opposite trend holds true 
for Francophones of both genders in the 20-24 age group. 


Francophone Women Table 12: Labour Force Participation Rate 
Youth Aged 20-24 — Ontario 
Among women aged 20-24, 86.6 
the participation rate of DT 
Francophones is higher 
than that of women in 
general (80.4% compared to 


Percentage 


77.8%) [Table 12]. This is 40 
true in all regions, although ay 
the greatest difference is in 4 _ der 
Eastern Ontario (83.4% Mon ieee. ec 


compared to 79.5%).! The 

participation rate is lowest 

among women aged 20-24 

in Northeastern Ontario, where 75.5% of Francophones are 
employed, compared to 74.8% of women in general. 


Francophone Men 


Among men aged 20-24, more F rancophones than men in general 
are employed (86.6% compared to 83.3%) [Table 12]. Their participa- 
tion rate is higher than men in general in the same age group in all 
regions except Southwestern Ontario. 


Young people’s labour force participation rate was lower in 1996 than 
in 1991, decreasing from 82.8% to 80.4% among Francophone 
women aged 20-24. The rate for Francophone men decreased from 
91% to 86.6% during the same period. A similar decrease occurred 
in the rate for young people in the general population.’ 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


The unemployment rate for young people is nearly twice as high as 
for the general population aged 15 and over. This observation also 
holds true for both genders of Ontario’s young Francophones. 

Except for Northwestern Ontario, which has relatively few Francophones in the 20-24 age group 


However, conclusions cannot be drawn on the basis of the participation rate alone. Some young people, for 
instance, are not part of the labour force because they have not yet completed their studies 
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However, conclusions cannot be drawn on the basis of the participation rate alone. Some young 


Between 1991 and 1996, the unemployment rate of young people 
aged 20-24 increased considerably. The unemployment rate of 
Francophone women aged 20-24 rose from 10.8% in 1991 to 18.9% 
in 1996. The unemployment rate of Francophone men aged 20-24 
rose from 15% in 1991 to 18.4% in 1996. This trend also applies to 
the youth population in general. 


Francophone Women 


The unemployment rate of Francophone women aged 15 and over 

is slightly lower than the rate of women in the population in general 

(9.2% compared to 9.6%), but the opposite is true for young people 

in the 20-24 age group. Unemployment among Francophone women 

aged 20-24 is higher than it is 

among women in general in the Table 13: Unemployment Rate by Sex 
same age group (18.9% com- - Ontario 

pared to 17.1%) [Table 13]. Hepa PUATE ; i ae 
This is found in all regions of 


ge 


the province except Eastern 
Ontario, where the unemploy- 


Percen 


ment rate of young Francophone 


women is 15.4% compared to 
17.2% for women in general in 


Women 15 + Men 15 + Women 20-24 years Men 20-24 years 


the 20-24 age group. 
Francophone Men 


In the 20-24 age group, the unemployment rate of Francophone 
men, like Francophone women, is higher than the rate for the 
general population (18.4% compared to 17.6%) [Table 13] in all 
regions except Eastern and Northeastern Ontario, where the 
opposite holds true. In these two regions, the unemployment rate 
of young Francophone men is lower than it is for men in general in 
the same age group.! 


OCCUPATIONS 


The representation of young Francophones in the occupational 
groups is similar to that of the youth population in general, but 
there are some differences between Francophone men and 
women, and between men and women of Ontario’s general 
population in the 20-24 age group. 


people, for 


instance, are not part of the labour force because they have not yet completed their studies. 
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Francophone Women 


Most young women aged 20-24, are concentrated in three occupa- 
tional categories: intermediate sales and service, elemental sales and 
service and clerical occupations. In fact, 58.4% of Francophone 
women and 63% of women aged 20-24 fall into these three 
categories [Table 14]. 


Table 14: Occupations, Population Aged 20 to 24 years 


Total Franco- Total Franco- 
Pop. phones Pop. phones 


ee ESS MECS RE ROUE 


0 Senior management occupations 


Ontario, Census 1996 


01-09 Middle & other management occupations 3.8 51 3.4 3.5 
Il Professional occupations in business & finance 0.8 0.8 0.6 0.8 
12 Skilled administrative & business occupations 1. 1.0 5.1 66 
14 Clerical occcupations 9.9 9.8 17.3 17.7 
21 Professional occupations in natural & applied sciences 2 2.9 0.9 0.9 
22 Technical occupations related to natural & applied sciences 2.9 3.9 0.9 1.1 
31 Professional occcupations in health 0.2 0.3 1.2 2.4 
32 Technical & skilled occupations in health 0.3 0.4 1.0 12 
34 Assisting occupations in support of health services 0.3 0.3 Fe) 3.0 
4] Professional occupations in social science, education, government 1.7 23 33 55 

services & religion 
# Paraprofessional occupations in law, social services, education & 04 03 14 oF 
religion 
51 Professional occupations in art & culture 0.7 0.4 1.1 1. 
52 Technical & skilled occupations in art, culture, recreation & sport 2.5 2.0 3.0 39 
62 Skilled sales & service occupations 5.7 5 4 43 SE 
64 Intermediate sales & service occupations 11.6 10.3 27.3 24.0 
66 Elemental sales & service occupations 17.1 17.7 18.4 16.6 

12-73 Trades and skilled transport & equipment operators 9.4 10.6 0.6 0.5 

74 Intermediate occupations in transport, equipment operation, 

installation & maintenance 7.9 8.2 0.6 0.5 
16 Trades helpers, construction labourers & related occupations 3.0 2.8 0.2 0.2 
82 Skilled occupations in primary industry 0.9 2.4 0.2 0.2 
84 Intermediate occupations in primary industry 2.0 2.0 0.9 0.3 
86 Labourers in primary industry 3.2 2.8 0.9 0.7 
97 Processing manufacturing and utilities supervisors & skilled 

operators 0.4 0.3 0.1 0.0 

94-95 Processing and manufacturing machine operators & assemblers 8.1 5.8 32 15 
96 Labourers in processing, manufacturing & utilities 3.6 3.3 1.7 0.8 
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Young Francophone women are under-represented in intermediate 
sales and service (24% compared to 27.3%) and elemental sales 
and service (16.6% compared to 18.4%), and over-represented in 
professional occupations in social science, education and govern- 
ment services and religion (5.5% compared to 3.3%) and skilled 
administrative and business occupations (6.6% compared to 5.1%). 


Francophone Men 


The percentage of men in the 20-24 age group in clerical occupations 
and elemental and intermediate sales and service occupations is 
lower than the percentage of women in the same age group: 37.7% 
of Francophone men and 38.7% of men in general in the 20-24 age 
group are concentrated in these occupational categories, compared 
to 58.4% of Francophone women and 63% of women in general in 
the same age group [Table 14]. 


Francophone men in the 20-24 age group are over-represented 
among trades and skilled transport and equipment operators (10.6% 
compared to 9.4%) and under-represented among processing and 
manufacturing machine operators and assemblers (5.8% compared 
to 8.1%) and intermediate sales and service occupations (10.3% 
compared to 11.6%). 
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EMPLOYMENT INCOME LEVELS 


Francophone Women 


In terms of employment income, F rancophone women aged 20-24 
compare quite favourably to women in general in the same age 
group, especially in Southwestern and Central Ontario.! 


Across the province, Francophone women are over-represented in 
the $30,000-$39,999 income category (3.7% compared to 2.3%) and 
in the $40,000 or more category (1.2% compared to 0.8%), and 
under-represented in the under $10,000 category (58.4% compared 
to 61.2%) [Table 15]. In Southwestern Ontario, 7.1% of Francophone 
women aged 20-24 earn employment incomes of $30,000 or more 
per year, compared to 2.6% of women in general in the same age 
group. In Central Ontario, these figures are 7.3% and 3.3%. 


Francophone Men 


In terms of employment income, Francophone men in the 20-24 
age group compare relatively favourably with men in general in the 
same age group, especially in Southwestern and Central Ontario. 


Across the province, Francophone men are slightly over-represented 
in the $30,000-$39,999 income category (5.4% compared to 5.1%) 
and in the $40,000 or more category (3.3% compared to 2.3%), and 
under-represented in the under $10,000 category (46.4% compared 
to 51.9%) [Table 15]. In 


Southwestern Ontario, Table 15: Employment Income Levels, 
18.7% of Francophone Youth Aged 20-24 — Ontario 
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Except for Northwestern Ontario, which has relatively few Francophones of either gender in the 20-24 age 
group earning employment income 
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AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT INCOME 
Francophone Women 


The average employment Table 16: Average Employment Income, Youth 
income of F rancophone Aged 20-24 — Ontario 
women aged 20-24 is SA 


higher than that of $13,224 


women in general in the 14000 612,236 Sd 
same age group ($10,800 + 
compared to $9,823) 


[Table 16]. 800 


Income $ 
= 


4 Francophones 


The average Li Total Postes 
employment income of Men 
Francophone women is 

noticeably higher than 

that of women in general aged 20-24 in all regions, the greatest 
difference being in Southwestern Ontario ($11,904 compared to 
$9,468). The average employment income of young Francophone 
women is highest in Central Ontario ($12,242 compared to $10,099 


for women in general in the same age group). 
Francophone Men 


As for Francophone women, the average employment income of 
Francophone men aged 20-24 is higher than that of men in general 
in the same age group ($13,224 compared to $12,236). This holds 
true in all regions, especially in Southwestern Ontario ($18,372 com- 
pared to $13,347), which also boasts the highest average employment 
income for young Francophone men. 


The average employment income of young Francophone women is 
noticeably lower than that of young Francophone men, a trend 
observed in the population in general as well. 


However, it must be noted that two out of five Francophones in the 
20-24 age group are attending an educational institution full time. 
This figure is even higher in the general population, where 45.1% of 
women and 43.4% of men in the 20-24 age group are taking courses 
on a full-time basis. 
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LOW INCOME CUT-OFF 


The highest percentage of individuals below the low income cut-off 
is found in the 20-24 age group: 26.9% of Francophones in the 20- 
24 age group are below the low income cut-off, compared to 16.8% 
of the Francophone population in general. This holds true in the 
general population as well: 24.1% of young people aged 20-24 are 
below the low income cut-off, compared to 17.7% of Ontario as a 
whole. The trend is applicable to all regions. 


The number of young Francophones in the 20-24 age group who are 
below the low income cut-off is relatively high in all regions, ranging 
from 23.9% in Northeastern Ontario to 29% in Central Ontario. 


The fact that a Table 17: Low Income Cut-off by Age Group, 
higher percentage Youth 0-24 — Ontario 
of young people mes 
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tution full time, but Age Groups 

this does not explain 

why women are 

even more disadvantaged than men: 30.7% of Francophone women 

aged 20-24 are below the low income cut-off, compared to 22.7% 

of Francophone men in the same age group. In the general popu- 

lation, 26.9% of women aged 20-24 are below the low income cut- 

off, compared to 21.2% of men [Table 17]. 


The income of 18.3% of Francophone women and 15.2% of 
Francophone men in private households is equal to or lower than 
the low income cut-off, compared to 19.1% of women and 16.2% 
of men in the population of Ontario as a whole. 
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LOSSARY 


Definitions are taken from the 1996 Statistics Canada Census Dictionary and 


Statistics Canada Census Consultation Guide. 


Average Income 

The average income refers to the mean income of individuals 15 years of age and 
over who reported income for 1995. Average income is calculated by dividing the 
aggregate income of a specified group of individuals by the number of individuals 


with income in that group. 


Employment Income 

Employment income refers to the total income received by persons 15 years of 
age and over during the 1995 calendar year as wages and salaries, net income 
from a non-farm unincorporated business and/or professional practice and net 


farm self-employment income (2B variable). 


Experienced Labour Force 

Experienced labour force refers to persons 15 years of age and over who were 
employed or unemployed during the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census 
Day, and who had last worked for pay or self-employment in either 1995 or in 
1996 (2B variable). The experienced labour force is a subgroup which is 
frequently used when tabulating occupation and industry data. 


First Official Language Spoken 

First official language spoken refers to a variable specified within the framework of 
the implementation of the federal government's Official Languages Act. 
Knowledge of Official Languages, Mother Tongue and Home Language were 
used to derive the First Official Language Spoken. 


Francophone Population 


Francophones are defined by the mother tongue Census question: What was the 
language first learned at home in childhood and still understood? In this document, 
Francophones include persons with French as their mother tongue or as one of 
their mother tongues (French single and multiple responses). Data from the short 
form (Profile 2A) may not match data from the long form (Profile 2B). For its analysis 
of the Francophone population as a whole, the Office of F rancophone Affairs used 
data from the short form that was distributed to 100% of the Ontario population. 
Socio-economic data on the Francophone population was taken from Form 2B. 
Statistical data from the 1996 Census that is published in the media is usually 
based on data obtained from Form 2B. 


Home Language 


Home language refers to the language most frequently spoken at home by the 
individual at the time of the census (2B variable). 


Incidence of Low-Income / Low Income Cut-Off 

The incidence of low income is the proportion or percentage of the population in 
private households with income lower or equal to the low income cut-off. Family 
size and degree of urbanization are factors taken into consideration in the 
determination of low-income cut-offs, 


Labour Force 


Labour force refers to persons 15 years of age and over who were employed or 
unemployed during the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to Census Day. Employed 
persons include those who did any work for pay or in self-employment. Unemployed 
persons include those who had actively looked for work in the past four weeks, | 
persons who were on temporary lay-off and expected to return to their job and 


persons who had definite arrangements to start a new job in four weeks or less. 
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Level of Education 


Highest level of education refers to the highest grade or year of elementary or 
secondary school completed, or the highest year of university or other non- 
university training completed. The completion of a degree, certificate or diploma 
is considered to be at a higher level than years completed without an educational 
qualification. It is a 2B variable, reported for the population 15 years of age and 
over. 


Major Field of Study 
Major field of study refers to the predominant discipline or area of learning or 


training of a persons highest postsecondary degree, certificate or diploma 


(2B variable). 


Mother Tongue 


Mother tongue refers to the first language learned at home in childhood and still 
understood by the individual at the time of the Census (2A variable). In the 2B 
questionnaire, the mother tongue question was asked after the three other 
questions on language. 


Occupation 

Occupation refers to the kind of work persons were doing during the reference 
week, as determined by the kind of work and the description of the most impor- 
tant duties in their job (2B variable). The 1996 occupation data is produced 
according to the 1991 Standard Occupational Classification, which comprises 

10 broad occupational categories. 


Participation Rate 

Participation rate refers to the total labour force in the week (Sunday to 
Saturday) prior to Census Day, expressed as a percentage of the population 
15 years of age and over (2B variable). 


School Attendance 

School attendance refers to either full-time or part-time (day or evening) 
attendance at school, college or university during the eight-month period 
between September 1995 and May 14, 1996. Attendance is counted only for 
courses which could be used as credits toward a certificate, diploma or degree. 


Total Individual Income 

Total individual income refers to the total money received from the following 
sources during the 1995 calendar year by persons 15 years of age and over: total 
wages and salaries, net income from an unincorporated non-farm business and/ 
or professional practice, net farm self-employment income, government transfer 
payments (Old Age Security pension and Guaranteed Income Supplement, 
Canada Pension Plan and Quebec Pension Plan benefits, Unemployment 
Insurance benefits, Federal Child Tax benefits, other income from government 
sources), investment income (dividends, interest and other investment income), 
retirement pensions, superannuation and annuities and other money income 


(2B variable). 


Unemployment Rate 

The unemployment rate refers to the unemployed labour force expressed as a 
percentage of the total labour force in the week (Sunday to Saturday) prior to 
Census Day (2B variable). 
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